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right, which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated," was 
" a sort of Holy Alliance, in which neither the people of the United 
States nor the people of the individual States were named as parties, 

or ever became such by any formal act The thing framed said 

to him that framed it, he had no understanding. It is manifest that no 
such procedure as this could have any tendency to change the legal 
relation between the people of the United States or their government 
and the local governments they had invited and allowed to be organ- 
ized within and under their jurisdiction Such a combination 

could neither increase their own powers nor diminish those of the 
United States." And the author finds that the States now, under the 
Constitution, are substantially in the same situation as the Colonies 
were " under the Union," as above indicated. 

Judge Farrar regards what is generally known as the preamble to 
the Constitution as being a grant of the fullest legislative powers, and 
as the most important clause in the instrument. And, among many 
other things, he finds Congress to be authorized to prescribe the quali- 
fications of electors, not only of the national House of Representatives, 
but also of the House of Representatives in each State. It is not 
quite clear, perhaps, whether he does not intend to say that the Con- 
stitution itself absolutely fixes those qualifications ; but he is positive 
in stating that whatever power the . States have over the matter is, 
by the express terms of the Constitution, subject to the supervision of 
Congress. 

As to the course of reasoning and the historical propositions by 
which these and other equally extraordinary positions are supported, 
we can only say that they seem like the (argument of an ingenious 
lawyer In a bad case. And in answer to Judge Farrar's strange con- 
structions of this much-twisted instrument, one can hardly do better 
than simply to quote his own motto, Litera scripta manet, and to turn 
back to the text. 



13. — T e Legende of St. Gwendoline. With eight Photographs by 
Addis from Drawings by John W. Ehninger. New York : G. 
P. Putnam and Son. 1867. Folio, pp. 55. 

So much pains has been bestowed on this volume, it has plainly been 
an object of such solicitous and tender regard, that it makes almost a 
naive appeal to sympathy, and calls upon our good feeling for commen- 
dation. And if we take the common standard by which such a work 
is likely to be judged by the good-natured and genial critic of the news- 
paper, we should find it easy to praise this book as one of the most elab- 
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orate gift-books of the season, and eminently fit to adorn a showy 
drawing-room table. But if it be judged by the standard of genuine 
criticism, — the standard by which the author of the Legend would, we 
doubt not, desire it to be judged, — ■ it must be said that, throughout, 
the intent of the work is better than its execution ; that the story, both 
in conception and diction, betrays a young and inexperienced hand, and 
that the illustrations and typography of the volume are more ambitious 
than excellent. 



14. — Italian Journeys. By W. D. Howells, Author of " Venetian 
Life." New York : Hurd and Houghton. 1867. 

Under favor of his work on " Venetian, Life," Mr. Howells took 
his place as one of the most charming of American writers and most 
satisfactory of American travellers. He is assuredly not one of those 
who journey from Dan to Beersheba only to cry out that all is barren. 
Thanks to the keenness of his observation and the vivacity of his sym- 
pathies, he treads afresh the most frequently trodden routes, without 
on the one hand growing cynical over his little or his great disappoint- 
ments, or taking refuge on the other in the well-known alternative of the 
Baron Munchausen. Mr. Howells has an eye for the small things of 
nature, of art, and of human life, which enables him to extract sweetness 
and profit from adventures the most prosaic, and which prove him a 
very worthy successor of the author of the " Sentimental Journey." 

Mr. Howells is in fact a sentimental traveller. He takes things 
as he finds them and as history has made them; he presses them 
into the service of no theory, nor scourges them into the following 
of his prejudices ; he takes them as a man of the world, who is 
not a little a moralist, — a gentle moralist, a good deal a humor- 
ist, and most of all a poet; and he leaves them, — he leaves them 
as the man of real literary power and the delicate artist alone 
know how to leave them, with new memories mingling, for our com- 
mon delight, with the old memories that are the accumulation of ages, 
and with a fresh touch, of color modestly gleaming amid the masses of 
local and historical coloring. It is for this solid literary merit that Mr. 
Howells's writing is valuable, — and the more valuable that it is so 
rarely found in books of travel in our own tongue. Nothing is more 
slipshod and slovenly than the style in which publications of this kind 
are habitually composed. Letters and diaries are simply strung into 
succession and transferred to print. If the writer is a clever person, 
an observer, an explorer, an intelligent devotee of the picturesque, his 



